
Households across Europe will in future con-
sume much more energy derived from renew-
able sources according to plans published by 
the European Commission on 23 January. A pro-
posed EU Di rec tive to promote renewable energy 
is part of a major package of proposals (see box) 
designed to tackle climate change and achieve 
the EU’s target of a 20 % share of renewable 
energy in overall energy consumption by 2020.

Currently, renewable sources of energy – e.g. 
solar and wind power – make up only 8.5 % of 
EU energy consumption, meaning signifi cant 
efforts will be needed to meet the ‘20 % by 2020’ 
target. The Commission is proposing to divide 
this effort between the EU’s Member States via 
differentiated national targets*. 

The aim is to remove unnecessary barriers to 
renewable energy growth – e.g. by simplifying 
authorisation procedures for new renewable 
energy developments – so that, ultimately, there 
is more available on energy markets. Mean-
while, there should more information to raise 
consumer awareness about which electricity sup-
plier, heat ing technology or biofuel to choose.
 
The Commission says that its proposals will 
bring signifi cant benefi ts, with big cuts in CO2 
emissions and fossil-fuel consumption, requir-
ing annual investment of some 13-18 billion. 
But this investment should reduce the cost of 
renewable energy and stimulate jobs. Renew-
ables today cost more than energy from con-
ventional sources but – with oil prices rising 
and renewables set to benefi t from increasing 
economies of scale – this may not be the case 

for long. Consumers that are already keen to 
choose suppliers offering energy from renew-
able sources should therefore be able to look 
forward to wider availability of ‘green’ energy 
in future.

The draft renewables Directive must now be 
agreed between the European Parliament and 
the Council of Ministers, and is expected to 
come into effect in 2010.
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Climate action and renewable 
energy package
The new package from the European 
Commission includes proposals for:

  A Directive on the improvement and 
extension of the EU Emissions Trading 
System (ETS)

  A Decision on the effort of Member 
States to reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions in sectors not covered by the 
ETS, such as transport and agriculture 
(the ‘Effort Sharing’ Decision)

  A Directive on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources 
(including a 10 % minimum target for 
biofuels in transport to be achieved by 
each Member State)
  A Directive on the geological storage 
of CO2

  New guidelines on state aid to 
environmental protection

(*) For more information, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/
climate_actions/index_en.htm

For the proposed Member
State targets, see:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/
LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0019:FIN:EN:PDF

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0019:FIN:EN:PDF


Renewable energy: 
what’s in it for consumers?

YOU CHOOSE ! : What would be the conse-
quences of not meeting the ‘20 % by 2020’ 
renewables target?
Oliver Schaefer: I think this is not an option. 
Europe would lose a great chance to reduce its 
energy dependency, tackle climate change and 
create jobs and wealth locally for its citizens 
and future generations. Responsible politicians 
know that and, since renewables’ development 
depends on politics, I fi rmly believe that they 
will take their commitments seriously. Nation-
ally it would mean paying fi nes to the EU 
instead of building up energy infrastructure.

YC: Different renewable energies are at dif-
ferent stages of technological and commercial 
development – which of them are already 
economically viable?
OS: Even on a heavily distorted market, which is 
based on past and present subsidies to fossil 
and nuclear energy as well as the allowance to 
destroy the environment for free, some renew-
ables technologies can compete already today. 
For example, onshore wind at good sites pro-
duces electricity in the same range of cost as 
new gas-fi red power plants.

YC: What is your advice to consumers who 
want to buy ‘green’ energy – how many com-
panies are there on the market supplying 
energy from renewable sources?
OS: In the electricity sector this still very much 
depends on the situation in the different coun-
tries. In some countries there is a broad choice, 
but in most the market is still dominated by the 
old ‘dinosaurs’ and progress is only happening 
slowly. Therefore we need a full ownership 
unbundling [separating the operation of energy 
transmission networks from energy companies’ 
supply and generation activities] to allow for 
more market entrants offering clean energy. 
But we should not forget about renewable 
heating: most people can make a difference 
already today by using solar, geothermal or 
biomass heat.

YC: What can be done to enhance renewables’ 
availability on the energy market?
OS: It is politics and not economics in this case. 
Renewables need a level playing fi eld on the 
still heavily distorted energy markets. There-
fore the European Commission has proposed 
some key elements to overcome these barriers. 
This ranges from the removal of administrative 
barriers, to obligations for the use of renew-
ables, to information and training and much 
more. And obviously there is also an obligation 
on the renewables industry to reduce cost, but 
we are on a clear track to do so whereas fossil 
fuels are on a clear track in the opposite direc-
tion. With security of supply issues becoming 
more important every day, we will also see 
a natural push for renewables, as they are the 
only locally abundantly available energy source 
Europe has.

YC: How can consumers be sure that, when 
they buy ‘renewable’ energy from a supplier, 
it really is renewable in origin?
OS: Alone the fact that you ask this question 
shows: we obviously cannot trust the incum-
bent electricity suppliers who use their market 
dominance to play with consumers as they 
like. Therefore new market entrants have to 
be strengthened under the watching eye of 
NGOs and consumer protection organisations. 
They provide for serious monitoring in most 
EU Member States.

YC: Will increasing the share of renewable ener-
gy drive up electricity prices in the future, and if 
so, could this turn consumers off renewables?
OS: On the contrary, renewable energy will 
drive down the cost of electricity supply. There 
might be a short period of higher investment 
needs, but in the long run two things are clear: 
prices for fossil fuels will go up steadily at unpre-
dictable volatility, while prices for renewables 
technologies will go down with further deploy-
ment. The sun and the wind don’t send a bill, 
not today and not in the future.

The European Union wants to increase the share of renew-
ables in its energy use to 20 % by 2020, up from 8.5 % today. 
You Choose! asks Oliver Schaefer, policy director of the Euro-
pean Renewable Energy Council (EREC), about the current 
state of the renewables industry and about the options for 
consumers who want to choose ‘green’ energy…

EREC is the umbrella organisation 
of the European renewable energy 
industry, trade and research 
associations active in the sectors 
of bioenergy, geothermal, ocean, 
small hydropower, solar electricity, 
solar thermal and wind energy. 

For more information, see: 
www.erec.org

www.erec.org


A week to change tomorrow: 
EU Sustainable Energy Week

The second European Union Sustainable Ener gy 
Week (EUSEW 2008) took place from 28 January 
to 1 February, billed as the world’s largest open 
forum on sustainable energy bringing together 
stakeholders on a local, regional, national and 
European level to debate strategies for a more 
sustainable energy future. Some 80 events took 
place in eight countries, covering issues includ-
ing renewable energy sources, energy effi ciency 
and clean transport and looking to raise public 
awareness.

At the European Commission in Brussels, for 
example, there was a variety of attractions 
and stands including two ‘eco-driving’ simula-
tors for testing environmentally-friendly driving 
skills, as well as stands representing different 
types of renewable energy and carbon capture 
and storage.

One of the many highlights of EUSEW 2008 
was an agreement on the part of major busi-
ness sectors to promote the uptake of energy-
effi cient light bulbs in homes and offi ces (see 
separate article on next page).

A ‘Covenant of Mayors’ was also launched, 
dubbed ‘the most ambitious initiative to date 
involving the citizens in the fi ght against global 

warming’. Under the Covenant, launched by 
the European Commission, cities involved will 
commit to go beyond the targets that the EU as 
a whole has set itself for reducing CO2 emissions 
through energy effi ciency and renewable energy 
actions. By 29 January 2008, almost 100 cities 
throughout Europe, including 15 capital cities, 
had expressed their early support for the Cove-
nant, the Commission reported. Another EUSEW 
highlight was the ceremony for the second edi-
tion of the Sustainable Energy Europe Awards 
(see box).

Meanwhile, EU Energy Commissioner Andris 
Piebalgs maintained a special EUSEW blog 
in which he noted, among other things, that 
freedom of choice would dramatically change the 
role of citizens in the fi eld of energy: ‘Consum-
ers’ freedom of choice will also make them active 
players in the fi ght against climate change, since 
they will be able to choose suppliers that offer 
low-carbon or renewable energies, if they wish 
to do so.’

 For more information, see:
www.eusew.eu
www.sustenergy.org

  Desire – Development and 
Sustainability with International 
Renewable Energies Network 
(ENEA, Italy) 
www.enea.it

  Fo.R.Agri – Renewable Energy 
Sources in Agriculture in the 
Province of Mantova 
(AGIRE Energy Agency – 
Mantova, Italy) 
www.agirenet.it

  ÖKOPROFIT ® 
(City of Graz, Austria) 
www.oekoprofi t-graz.at

  Integration of Active Learning 
and Energy Monitoring with 
School Curriculum – AL 
(Innoterm Energetics, Hungary) 
www.innoterm.hu

  Province of Milan Action Plan 
for Energy Effi ciency 
(Province of Milan, Italy) 
www.provincia.milano.it

  MODEL Management of Domains 
related to Energy in Local authorities 
(Energie-Cités, France) 
www.energie-cites.eu

Sustainable Energy 
Europe Awards: 
2008 winners

www.eusew.eu
www.sustenergy.org
www.enea.it
www.agirenet.it
http://www.oekoprofit-graz.at/
www.innoterm.hu
www.provincia.milano.it
http://www.energie-cites.eu/


Various sectors of European business and 
industry have joined forces in a bid to facili-
tate the distribution of potentially millions of 
energy-effi cient light bulbs throughout Europe. 
EURELECTRIC (the Union of the Electricity In-
dustry), EuroCommerce (representing the retail, 
wholesale and international trade sectors) and 
the European Lamp Companies Federation (ELC 
– representing leading lamp manufacturers) 
signed on 28 January in Brussels an ‘agreement 
on the promotion of effi cient lighting’* to drive 
forward the uptake and use of energy-effi cient 
light bulbs. The agreement was signed during 
EU Sustainable Energy Week in the presence of 
EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs.

The signatory organisations said that the agree-
ment showed leadership in promoting environ-
mental sustainability and addressing climate 

change. Household and offi ce lighting is a ma jor 
area of electricity consumption and therefore 
a prime target for action to increase energy effi -
ciency. Yet the market penetration of energy-
effi cient bulbs is, to date, relatively low in most 
EU countries. Under the agreement, the three 
associations involved will encourage their 
mem bers to promote and support the distribu-
tion and penetration of energy-effi cient light-
ing in households and offi ces. In particular, 
the agreement promotes Compact Fluorescent 
Lamps (CFLs) as an energy-effi cient alternative 
to conventional incandescent lamps. ‘Consum-
ers need to be aware that CFLs consume up to 
fi ve times less energy and can last up to 15 times 
longer than conventional lamps,’ said Gerald 
Strickland, ELC Secretary-General.

 For more information about renewable 
energy sources, see:
www.eurelectric.org
www.eurocommerce.be
www.elcfed.org

(*) For the full text of the agreement, see:
www.eurocommerce.be/media/docs/
Environment/080127FINALCFLdeclaration.pdf

Switching consumers 
on to energy-effi cient lighting

15 March 2008 International Consumer Day

  In the run-up to International Consumer Day, the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Health and Consumer Protection is working on 
several initiatives to help raise awareness among EU citizens about how 
to ‘exercise your rights as a consumer’. The Commission will sponsor 
a contest for ‘best consumer awareness-raising campaign’ at national and 
European level and will launch the International Consumer Day webpage 
on its website. 

 http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/index_en.htm

Brussels Conference on energy consumers’ rights 
6 May 2008   A special conference will be organised as the follow-up to the 

Commission’s communication ‘Towards a European Charter on the 
Rights of Energy Consumers’ (5 July 2007). The conference will be 
hosted by EU Consumer Protection Commissioner Meglena Kuneva and 
EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs and gather stakeholders from 
regulatory authorities, consumer associations, NGOs, energy industry 
and national administrations. Details will be published in the next issue 
of this newsletter. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

 For more information on energy 
consumers’ rights and the opening 
of energy markets, visit the European 
Commission’s campaign website:
www.agathepower.eu

 The European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Energy and Transport’s webpage 
on energy consumers’ rights:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy_policy/
consumers/index_en.htm

 For more information on your rights 
as consumer in the EU:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/cons_int/
safe_shop/acquis/qa_en.htm

What’s coming up on energy markets and consumer rights
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Calculations show that if each of Europe’s 
160 million households replaces one 
incandescent 60W bulb with an energy-
saving compact 11W fl uorescent lamp and 
operate it for three hours per day, this will 
save 7 800 million kWh electricity – 2 % 
of the total power consumed by lighting 
in Europe per annum. This will imply 
a reduction of 4 600 million tonnes of 
CO2 emissions.
[EURELECTRIC]
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